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By an application filed May 27, 1997, Airtran Airways has requested an exemption 

from the slot limitation regulations for LaGuardia in order to provide nonstop service between 

that airport and four relatively small cities in Ohio and Illinois, as well as Knoxville, 

Tennessee. Airtran's application is the third in a series of filings generated by the 

Department's announcement that it would be more receptive to considering competition as a 

factor in granting slot exemptions to new entrants under the "exceptional circumstances" 

criterion of 49 USC, 8 41714. 

regulatory morass into which the Department has placed itself by a premature announcement 

Airtran's application is useful in demonstrating the 
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of a policy change in a factual vacuum. However, the Department must still comply with the 

statute, and must deny Airtran’s application because it fails to meet either the “public interest” 

or “exceptional circumstances” requirements of Section 41714. In support of its answer, 

TWA states as follows: 

1. If the Department grants any of the current applications for LaGuardia slots’, it will 

undoubtedly be beseiged by additional filings by other new entrant carriers. The result will 

be increased congestion at LaGuardia and massive delay costs imposed upon other airlines and 

their passengers. Indeed, the present proposals, standing alone, are enough to create 

substantial aircraft delays at the airport. The three current filings ask for a total of 30 

LaGuardia slots: 

Airtran 

Valuj e t 

Frontier 

12 

12 

6 

30 

- 

Since the slot allocation for scheduled service by air carriers and commuters is only 62 slots 

per hour (14 C.F.R. ,§ 93.123), this amounts to almost a half hour of runway time. The 

The other current exemption applications include Frontier (Docket 97-2240, filed 
March 17, 1997) and Valujet (Docket 97-2442, filed May 2, 1997). 
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delays that this will impose on other services far outweigh the limited public benefits that 

would be achieved by any of these applications. 

2. Airtran has failed to demonstrate that its proposal meets either of the requirements 

of the statute. Other than in its preamble discussion of the statute, it has failed to even 

mention any exceptional circumstances that might apply to its application. While its 

discussion of the public interest is devoted almost entirely to the population sizes of the 

destination cities, it has failed to show that there is any substantial traffic that would benefit 

from the service. In fact, all the proposed city-pairs have limited traffic: 

Between LaGuardia 
and: 

Knoxville 

Toledo 

Akron 

Moline 

Bloomington 

Passengers 
PDEW 

47.1 

14.8 

10.7 

8.7 

3.4 

Market Rank 
Domestic city-pairs 
(Based on revenue) 

1109 

2273 

284 1 

2767 

5362 

Thus, there is no public interest factor that would justify grant of its exemption application. 

3.  Since Airtran has not argued that any exceptional circumstances apply to its 

application, there is nothing further to discuss. However, even if the Department were to 



TWA Answer 
Page 4 

consider the competitive circumstances at each of these cities as an exceptional circumstance, 

there is no basis for grant of the application. Each city receives on-line connecting service to 

LaGuardia from major carriers over multiple hubs: 

c& 
Knoxville 

Toledo 

Akron 

Moline 

Bloomington 

Carrier 

us 
us 
UA 
DL 
DL 

co 
us 
AA 
NW 

co 
DL 
us 
NW 

UA 
AA 
NW 
TW 

AA 
NW 
TW 

CLT 
PIT 
IAD 
ATL 
CIN 

CLE 
PIT 
ORD 
DTW 

CLE 
CIN 
PIT 
DTW 

ORD 
ORD 
MSP 
STL 

ORD 
DTW 
STL 

The creation of hub and spoke systems has given each of these cities a level of competition 

that would have been unthinkable prior to deregulation. Of course, nonstop service would be 

an improvement, but the circumstances of Airtran’s cities are no different from those of 

dozens of other cities with equivalent traffic volumes. 
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Wherefore, TWA respectfully requests that Airtran’s application for an exemption 

from the LaGuardia slot rule be denied. 

Respectfully submitted, 

L 

Attorney for 
Trans World Airlines, Inc. 

June 9, 1997 
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